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ing against one of these Churches is denounced : " I will come unto thee quickly/' saith the LORD to the angel of the Church of Ephesus, " and will remove thy Candlestick out of his place, except thou repent." (Rev. ii. 5.) Now we are of course aware that these terms are figurative; but a figure is not the putting of one thing for another without any appropriateness or selection; as if we should speak of a church under the name of a bramble bush, or of a Bishop tinder the name of a fig: there must be some aptness in the trope; something whereby it shall suggest the thing intended; and what so likely a source of the aptness required in the present instance as that the candlestick, after the figure of the Jewish temple, was part of the furniture of the Christian altar ? And this remark will gather strength from Ephesus being not a Jewish but a Heathen city. Had the LORD been addressing the Church in a Jewish city, HE might well have borrowed a figure from the Jewish ritual; but in addressing the Church in a Heathen city, HE would surely so far adapt the language of Revelation to the circumstances of the case, as to take the figure from the furniture of the Christian Church : for that is a supposition too monstrous and absurd to be tolerated fora moment. Allusion is here made to a heathen and idolatrous custom.
In times not long posterior to the date of the revealed Books of the New Testament, the Apostolical Canons, appointing what shall and what shall not be received as oblations at the Altar, expressly mention oil for the lamps, as a part of the allowed offering : and it is clear that none was accounted lawful which was not employed in the service of the Church; for fruits, and the like, which were offered for the support of the Clergy, were to be carried to the house of the Bishop or of the Priest, and not to the Altar. The same Canons decree, that if any person take oil to the temples of the Heathen, or to the synagogue of the Jews, or light candles at their feasts, they should be suspended; thus recognizing the oblation and the lighting of candles as religious, and guarding them from the possible contagion of idolatry or apostacy. To those primitive Christians it did not occur that it was possible that idolatry should be acted in the very Churches themselves.
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